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February 2014 

Harmony Buzz 

LCPS 

This month is Black History Month!  Check out this link on the LCPS 
website to see some of the things we are doing at Harmony. 
On February 4th, all students had a chance to hear author Marc Ty-

ler Nobleman during a school-wide assembly. 
Hurray for Beth Winsor!  She has been nominated for a teacher candi-
date research award, based on an original concept. The research pro-
posal is scrutinized  through the Association of Teacher Educators.  
Congratulations to the Harmony staff for getting 99.9% on the student 
Name Game.   
A Community Survey is now on our website and is linked from the PTA 
Newsletter.  Please fill this out so we have feedback about our school. 
6th Grade Awards Night is February 11th starting at 7 PM for any stu-
dent in 6th grade who has all A’s and B’s on his/her report card. 
We would like to THANK our staff, students and their families for their 
generous donations of gift cards and turkeys to help provide our Har-
mony families in need with a special meal and gifts during the holiday 
season.  Your support and continued spirit of giving always makes a 
difference! 
Congratulations to the following art students whose landscape draw-
ings were selected for the Harmony Thru History Stained Glass Window 
Project: 6th Grade: Maryam Khan, 7th Grade: Sarah Jane Nielsen and 
8th Grade: Camryn Dolby. 

We would like to invite you to the Family Book Club on Monday, Feb-
ruary 10th at 7pm.  We are reading, discussing, and Skyping with the 
author, Steven Sheinkin. 
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Important Dates 

Feb 7—Report Cards Go Home 

Feb 10—8th Grade Spelling Bee 

 

Feb 11—6th Grade Awards 

Night, Harmony Auditorium, 

7pm-8pm 

 

Feb 12-8th Grade Field Trip to  

Washington, DC 

 

Feb 12—6th and 7th Grade 

spelling Bee 

 

Feb 13—PTA Meeting 7pm, 

Harmony Library 

 

Feb 17—Holiday (Presidents 

Day) 

 

Feb 18—8th Grade Awards 

Night, Harmony Auditorium 

8pm-9pm 

 

Feb 19-7th Grade Awards, Har-

mony Auditorium, 7pm-8pm 

 

Feb 19– Band Pre-Festival 

@WHS 7:00pm 

 

Feb 20– Orchestra Concert, 

Harmony Auditorium, 7pm-9pm 

 

Feb 24—LCPS Gifted Infor-

mation Night @ Harmony  

Auditorium 7pm 

Feb 27– Interims Go Home 

Feb 27-Mar 2—Harmony Play 

Production: “Guys and Dolls” 

(see website for times/tickets) 

 

March 5– “College in 6” 7pm 

If, due to a disability, you 

need assistance to enable 

you to participate mean-

ingfully in a meeting or 

conference, etc., please 

call Gail Lucas at 

(540)751-2500 

School News 

ADMINISTRATOR CONTACT INFO: 

Principal: Eric Stewart, Assistant Principals: Gail 

Lucas & Jim Hepner, 540-751-2500 

8th Grade  

Dean: Patrick White, Counselor: Henry Thomas, 

Secretary: Pat Kipfer, 540-751-2508 

7th Grade 

Dean: Andrew Olejer, Counselor: Virginia Deha-

ven-Dawson, Secretary:  

Crystal Schilling, 540-751-2507 

6th Grade  

Dean: Christina Thompson, Counselor: Jamie 

Sharp, Secretary: Stephanie Dacey, 540-751-2506 

 

SCHOOL ADDRESS AND INFO: 

Harmony Middle School 

38174 W. Colonial Hwy 

Hamilton, VA 20158 

Main office: 540-751-2500 

Absentee Line: 540-751-2502 

Fax Line: 540-751-2501 

School  Office Hours  8:00am-4:30pm 

Students can begin to enter the building at 

8am.  School starts at 8:35 and concludes 

at 3:23. 

Please bring a photo ID when com-

ing into the school.  You will not be 

allowed in the building without it. 
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A parent called and wanted to share with us,  “...the changes in the parking lot are brilliant and it is so much easier!” 

“Way to go” to Nancy James and the cafeteria staff.  They were audited by the National School Lunch Program Accountability Review 

and were found to be 100% in compliance with all accountability procedures.  Congratulations, Nancy and Staff.  Keep it up! 

“Mr. Stewart, - I wanted to share with you how Mr. Cassutto has gone above and beyond the norm to help my daughter complete her 

assignments for the marking period.  With the winter storm, she had a large summative grade missing in the grade book.  Mr. Cassutto 

not only emailed me to alert me that this was negatively impacting her grade, but gave us several different options for allowing her to 

complete the assignment.  His flexibility was tremendously helpful given the extreme weather conditions.  Ultimately she was able to 

electronically hand in the assignment and received credit for it.  I’m thankful that Mr. Cassutto puts the children first and takes such a 

strong interest in their learning.  

Sincerely, (Parent)” 

“Dear Mr. Stewart,  I am sending a big THANK YOU to Harmony Middle School!  There is no day at our house that I don’t hear about 

Mrs. Fox, Mrs. Hepner, Ms. Duffy, Mr. Jacobson, and Mr. Shoremount, or Ms. Sharp. These teachers seem to have a special impact on my 
youngest - in a greatly appreciated positive way - it sometimes feels as if they sit right next to him at our dining table. We love getting 

them presented as a better role model than we are ourselves. I truly hope, it won’t be followed by wishes for a snake at home or work-

ing with our oldest dog to make him a service dog though. Also I hope these teachers will never really sit there during our dinner discus-

sions or while I am asked to help with Math or English.  My son never liked going to school. Somehow the teachers at Harmony seem to 

have a different approach towards students. Since he is in 6th grade, (our son) loves school. He adores the teachers. Even though it is 

sometimes harder, and despite having perfect grades or being the perfect student, he loves the fairness of the teachers in his classes and 

he is eager to learn more. He is impressed by the life lessons, he learns every day. Not only from teachers. Also from all the other staff 

members. He truly feels safe and at home at HMS.  As a mom, I appreciate the help of all - teachers, counselors, administrative staff - in 

raising my children to become overall good characters and balanced students and persons in life. However, what I love the most, are the 

non-existent dramas in the morning! It is so much easier to have a child wanting to reach the bus instead of forcing them out of the 

house. It is so much easier not to hear all these stomach-, headache stories every morning, but having a child dancing up the hill towards 

the bus stop! He still forgets half of his stuff though… I knew, teachers can make a difference. But it wasn’t clear to me how much of a 

difference that is! It is a completely different life at our house that your teachers make happen! I knew before, that the school is great, 

and that teachers are terrific at HMS. My older one is in 8th grade now. He always loved it and feels so secure and happy at HMS. He 

probably would move in there if he could. He never had a bad experience with any teacher or other staff member during the last 2.5 

years. He was always an easy going personality so I always took it as granted. But truly I learned how good HMS is, this year, with the 

„not as easy child.” Today we talked about, why it is so much better at HMS than it was before. A friend asked my boys why they do not 

want to go back to (another school system).  Both boys were going on and on about their teachers, the personal approach towards the 

students, the encouraging environment for learning, the focus on socially acceptable behavior, the more fun, and the teachers, and the 

teachers, and the teachers…. and, not to forget, Mr. Thomas. I originally wanted to wait until the end of the school year to write about 

this - but as parents we like complaining a lot - I had the urge of getting some positive words out there! It turned out to be a much long-

er email than anticipated. I hope not to bother too much with it.  Please let your staff know how much we appreciate their everyday 

work! Thank you!  (Parent)” 

 

Students of the Month 

 

6th Grade      7th Grade    8th Grade 

 

Team Eagle     Team Pegasus    Team Phoenix 

Kayla Mcmahon    Will Hayden    Elizabeth Aramayo 

William Baugh     Keegan Lanham   Jacob Smith 

 

Team Scorpion     Team Gemini    Team Taurus  

Seirra Plummer     Tommy Hegerich   Sophia Sgarrella 

Sean Delaunay     Liam Jungles    William Zach 

 

Team Hercules     Team Ursa Major   Team Orion  

Lydia Bloomfield    Adam Jardines    Fathimah Khan 

Samuel Ridderhoff    Rita Frie    Bobby Zoldos 

Good News about Harmony 
(actual comments made by students, school staff, or parents) 
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More Good News about Harmony 
(actual comments made by students, school staff, or parents) 

Congratulations to the below students who were selected to present a "Gift of Art" for LCPS School Board and Dr 

Hatrick at the Feb 11 School Board Meeting. Harmony Middle School art students created a gift of art that celebrated the 

diversity of Loudoun County and as well as express individuality in a personalized way through these utilitarian art objects. Creating a 

cup presents the opportunity to fill it, much like how our students are vessels being filled with their experiences and knowledge in 

LCPS.  Students worked collaboratively on each cup to customize the design for the specific member and what area of Loudoun 

County they represented. The imagery reminds us of the importance that we are part of a community and what we put into it each 

day is what makes it thrive.  The following students will be attending and presenting their works of art:   6th Grade:  Kyle Caylor, 

Hazel Clinard, Alexis Peed, Elizabeth Stang, Erika Berlik, Anthony Cusat, Nathan Rand, Kyle Lewis, Zahra Ghuzlan  7th: Grade :  Paisley 

Ashland, Daniel Alvarez, Gavin Kline, Olga Romanenko, Olivia Hall, Carson Forsyth 8th Grade:  Audrey Birch, Fatimah Kahn, Susan 

Cahan, Ally Widzinski, Elizabeth Aramayo, John Friberg, ClayHauck, Justin Hanvey, Joey Volpone 

High Five Winners: 6th Grade– Audrey Warner and Lucas Caccavo.  7th Grade—Michael Papiritis and Gabby Rollins.  8th Grade– 

Jocelyn Pittelkau and Ryan Badillo 

Save the Date!!  Family Arts Night is March 20th 6pm-8pm.  Calling student and adult volunteers to help with Family Arts 

Night evening activities and pre-art show set up. Please contact Lori DeMark, Art Teacher at lori.demark@lcps.org.  This will be 

Harmony’s 5th annual Family Arts Night, it is always a fun night for the whole family that includes Art Activities, Art Show, Music 

performances, Used Book Sale, Food and more!  We are looking for other local artists to showcase their work and 

demonstrate techniques in pottery, painting, sculpture, fiber arts, and various forms.  Please email Lori Demark if 

you are interested. 

March 5th Harmony will be hosting a Financial Presentation called “College in Six”.  This presentation goes in conjunction with 

the 6th graders college visits in the fall.  All parents are welcome to come to this informative presentation regarding planning and 

paying for college.  It will be held in the auditorium on March 5th at 7:00pm. 

Loudoun County Public Schools (LCPS) will hold six Gifted Information Night presentations during January and February. These 

one-hour sessions will present an overview of the gifted education program LCPS offers and the eligibility process for these pro-

grams.  The same information will be presented at each of these meetings, so it is not necessary to attend more than one. The sched-

ule for the meetings is as follows:  Sully Elementary School, 7 to 8 p.m. Wednesday, January 22nd.  Liberty Elementary School, 7 to 8 

p.m. Wednesday, January 29th.  Farmwell Station Middle School, 7 to 8 p.m. Monday, February 10th.   Leesburg Elementary School, 9 

to 10 a.m. Thursday, February 20th.  Harmony Middle School, 7 to 8 p.m. Monday, February 24th.  Creighton’s Corner Elemen-

tary School, 7 to 8 p.m. Wednesday, February 26th.   

Mark your calendars, Family Fun Night is coming next month!  Friday night, March 7th PTA will be hosting a family fun night, 

dinner, bingo and fun things to do!! 

FEBRUARY NEWS FROM THE LIBRARY: 

USED BOOK SALE 

Cleaning out closets and shelves?  Bring us your used books and videos!  Harmony Library’s annual Used Books Sale will be March 20th -

26th during school hours as well as the evening of Thursday, March 20th- Family Arts Night.  Friday, March 21st will be our fill-a-bag-for-a-

buck day!  Proceeds go to library supplies, books, and programming. We are accepting used items now! 

IT IS SEMESTER TIME! HAS YOUR STUDENT RETURNED HIS/HER LIBRARY MATERIALS? 

The mid-point of the school year is a great time to check with your student to see if he/she needs replacement school supplies, etc. to 

prepare for the 2nd half of the year. It’s also a great time to check with him/her to be sure all books and library materials that have been 

checked out during the 1st semester have been returned in a timely manner. Library items are checked out for a two week period, with up 

to five items allowed at a time. For more information, check out http://lcps.org/Page/114566 

BOOK CLUB NEWS 

6th Grade will hold their 4th meeting, a discussion of You’ll Like It Here Everybody Does, on February 6th. Students are also encouraged to 

begin reading the four “optional” books that will be listed on the Virginia Reader’s Choice ballot in April, along with the ones that are 

scheduled for meetings. These are Hidden, The Summer I Learned to Fly, A Long Walk to Water, and Quarterback Season. All are currently 

available in the Library at the Virginia Reader’s Choice display near the Circulation desk. 

 

E-BOOK EXPLORERS 

The Harmony Library is looking for students who would like to be part of the “E-Book Explorers”! Students in this group will be among 

the first students at our school to try out Mackin VIA, our new online portal, to access our school’s e-books. If your student has a 

handheld device that is able to download apps, ask them to download the “Mackin VIA” app from home and then see Mrs. Ricci or Mrs. 

Rovang to register for this program. Each student who registers will have his/her own online “backpack”! Our two newest books include 

The Maze Runner and Uglies.  

 

20 Book Challenge Participants—This was held Thursday, February 6th- Ice cream social in library last 15 min. of each lunch 

http://lcps.org/Page/114566
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